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Forward by Pastor Phil Bennett, First Assembly Church, Concord, N.C. USA

Dan Kay, Graham and Suky Bright were the three key people instrumental in building 
the Walls of Watchmen in Leicester. When I received a vision for the Walls of Prayer- 
little did I know it would be only the beginning. That God would then build Walls of 
Watchmen in Scotland, Wales, Mexico, United States, China, France, Germany and 
beyond.

Aggressive unceasing prayer like the Watchmen Prayer Ministry is called upon by God 
when He wants to do a powerful work. Leicester is an important city, a spiritual centre 
and altar for many religions. It has one of the worlds largest Mosques, a large 
freemasonry temple, a Jain temple and witchcraft including a powerful Druid circle. 
The Romans, Vikings and other people groups came there to establish temples.

For God to overcome this He needed His faithful remnant of born -again believers to 
arise and pray continually. As Gods faithful people in Leicester were willing to pray- 
then God began to do a new work. 

Thanks to Dan, Graham and Suky, their faithfulness and hard work much more was 
done as you will read in this exciting new written work.

Phil Bennett

The origins of Prayer for Leicester by Dr. Dan Kay

In 1995 I was in general practice, planning to retire at the end of the year. I felt led to 
go to Spring Harvest, and the only vacancy was in Scotland, near Prestwick. On the 
way there we stayed with my wife's cousin, Phyllis.  As we left, she prophesied that we 
were entering on a new pathway, new places that we had not known before. The seed 
that we had sown had lain dormant, but would now blossom forth; the Lord would be 
with us.

thAt Spring Harvest, on April 19 , Sandy Miller, then Vicar of Holy Trinity, Brompton, 
was describing to a packed marquee the significance of the anointing from Toronto. 
He was identifying the symptoms of the various giftings, praying and passing on an 
anointing to groups thus identified. He said that heaviness and burning in the chest 
was a sign of an intercessory ministry. He asked those of us who had this to stand with 
upraised hands. While he prayed for us I had an encounter with God. Suddenly I felt 
His presence and the Lord saying to me, ”Go in this thy might. Have I not commanded 
thee.” 



On the way home we visited Phyllis's church in Motherwell, where Jim Paul, associate 
pastor of the Toronto Vineyard Church, was ministering. The outward signs of revival 
were evident, but there was also an earnest seeking after God and a passion to see 
the people of Scotland saved.

I felt the Lord wanted me to invite Jim Paul to Leicester. I prayed and was given 
confirmation. When asked, he said he would not come to one church, but if I got a 
group of churches together he would come.

Back in Leicester I consulted Pastor Brian Niblock who encouraged me to arrange a 
meeting of interested church leaders. Over twenty came, listened to the proposal to 
issue an invitation, and spontaneously people volunteered support, offering a venue, 
and to be responsible for prayer cover, counseling, finance, and .advertising. It was 
this committee that felt a title was needed for this mission project, and decided on 
”Christ for Leicester” because it would be possible to use it for any future events 
designed to bring the Gospel and build up the Body of Christ in Leicester. Its Mission 
Statement was as follows:

'To see the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ reaching the people of our city. To bring 

renewal to the church and a greater love and unity among us, born of the Spirit of 
God, producing a more effective witness and giving glory to our God'. 

th thThe Jim Paul mission was on November 27  and 28 , 1995.  We believe many lives 
were touched and blessed. A number of people became Christians or were restored. 
One of the great benefits of this mission was the bringing together of groups of 
Christians from different traditions, getting to know, understand and love each other, 
and enjoying working together to exalt Jesus.

United prayer gatherings for the mission met, by kind invitation, above the Christian 
Literature Crusade bookshop and continued monthly after it was over. Later, God has 
opened the way for us to meet in Leicester's Town Hall!

Early in 1996 we discovered Barry Hallam and David Adams at their united open-air 
witness in Town Hall Square. Sue, Barry's wife, felt directed by the Lord to pass on to 
me the tapes of a conference with Ed Silvoso, who was bringing pastors together in 
Argentina for prayer and united evangelism. His book, “That None Should Perish” 
challenged me to invite Leicester pastors to meet together for prayer for our city.  
(Later in the year we attended his “Harvest Evangelism” conference in Argentina and 
experienced this strategy in action!)



Church Leaders found evenings difficult, so in April 1996 a separate morning meeting 
for worship, prayer and fellowship began. The numbers were never large, but it was 
this faithful, earnest group to which Phil Bennett was directed when he contacted 

thGraham Bright. When Phil phoned me on September 26 , 1997, God gave me the 
witness that this was of Him. 

For months Phil and I prayed together on the telephone across the Atlantic. It was 
with the support of “Christ for Leicester” that I was able to invite him to visit and bring 
ministry to the city for which God had directed him to pray.  When Phil came in 
October, 1995, Mike Howitt graciously allowed him to address the united choir 
practicing for the forthcoming huge “Christian Praise” event. When Phil introduced 
“Watchman on the Wall“there was immediate and joyful eagerness to sign up for an 
“hour on the Wall”. Prayer cover for Leicester was brought to a prepared people!

The stated aims of CFL were:
1 To encourage the Body of Christ to see and operate in its oneness in Christ
2 To encourage and facilitate united prayer in the city
3   To encourage united evangelism in the city
4  To encourage and facilitate links with regional and national city-reaching 
initiatives.

With the introduction of Prayer for Leicester's ministry in the city, and its 
development under the leadership of Graham and Suky Bright, all these aims of the 
'parent' CFL are being addressed.

To God be the Glory!

    
 Dan Kay   (retired GP and an elder in the Apostolic Church, Leicester)



THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE BELOVED MEMORY OF
DIANA HOWITT – A WOMAN OF PRAYER 

AND A VITAL MEMBER OF “THE GANG OF FOUR.”

Di Howitt was married to Mike and served alongside him in “Christian Praise!” and 
Leicester Healing Rooms.  For much of her life Di attended Melbourne Hall church 
where Mike was a Deacon. Latterly they served the Lord at Trinity Life church. Di was 
gifted in gentleness and compassion that came through whenever she spoke and 
underneath that, there was a person of great faith and great prayerfulness.

Suky Bright is married to Graham and has four sons.  Suky and Graham have attended 
Bible Hall Fellowship since 1979 and are part of the leadership team.  Suky is also 
involved on the steering groups of Jesus Loves Leicestershire, Reshet Ministries, 
Prayer for Leicester – Watchmen on the Wall and Prayer for Israel.

Chris Pearson is married to Lionel and has two grown-up daughters. She has worked 
as a Primary school Teacher for many years and currently teaches in Leicestershire. 
Christine and Lionel are part of Leicester City Vineyard, where they are small group 
leaders

Ann Murphy.  After 15 years in Mission work, Ann moved to Leicester in 2001, where 
she continued to train Overseas Mission students. Between 1998 and 2005, she 
made many trips to Romania, working alongside schools and churches in a very poor 
rural area. Ann developed a Prayer Tour of some of the French WW1 battlefields, 
showing how the past does influence the present and allowing people to experience 
how prayer can heal the wounds left in later generations.
Ann currently heads up one of the Street Pastor teams locally in Leicester, as well 
being one of the national trainers for new teams setting up across the Midlands 
region. She still lives and worships in Leicester.



This book has been written to encourage, strengthen, challenge and bless all who 
read the accounts of how our Mighty Lord directed specific prayer targets, especially 
but not exclusively at the ancient historic events in Leicester.  It is by no means an 
exhaustive account but rather to show you the “story so far” of how the Lord 
intervened through prayer and action in the destiny of our beloved Leicester.

“The gang of four” as we jokingly dubbed ourselves, is not special in any way apart 

from the fact that we feel tremendously privileged to have been called of  the Lord to 
research, pray and take action.  

May this book inspire you to keep on praying!  The Lord has not yet finished with 
Leicester (or indeed any city where there is faithful, ongoing prayer). There is and 
always will be much to pray for  - some answers we will not see this side of Glory, but 
our conviction is that the Lord does answer the effective, fervent prayer of righteous 
men and women.  It is our prayer that He will highlight those particular events which 
require more of a “strategic” thrust, that which He can direct and trust us to hear and 
obey.



The following is an interview with Phil Bennett, the person through whom Prayer 
Walls started from his book” Watchmen of the Lord.”, (written by Phil Bennett and 
Dick Eastman,  published by Every Home for Christ in 2008.) 

“In 1997 while praying in my prayer room, God prompted me to pray for a specific 

nation, England. 
I complained that I did not know how to pray for an entire nation. The Lord began to 
show me, in a gentle way, the specific things I was to pray for regarding England. After 
several months, the Lord spelled an unfamiliar word (to me) in my mind: Leicester. He 
explained that it was a city in England for which I was to pray. I began to pray for that 
city, claimed it for Christ and prayed for lost souls. He revealed to me that there was a 
small group praying in Leicester. He called me to join them in prayer, even from a place 
so distant, across the Atlantic. God soon pressed me to contact these people. I simply 
wrote a letter and asked someone for a list of all the churches in the area and got into 
contact with a group with the name 'Christ for Leicester'. Soon after I had contacted 
them, I received a unique vision that was to begin my personal journey in establishing 
Walls of Prayer. 

I was shown by the Holy Spirit that the city of Leicester had a dark cloud over it and 
the only way to break through this cloud was through prayer. I had no idea how to do 
it. I inquired around and discovered a ministry called the Watchman's Prayer Ministry 
designed by Larry Thompson. It was a simple system whereby people prayed in one-
hour segments and when all 168 hours in a week were covered specifically, unceasing 
prayer would be established. I discovered a church doing it and knew this was 
possible in Leicester as well. I went to Leicester to cast the 'watchmen' vision and 
invited dedicated intercessors to pray on a wall of prayer for the city. There were 
several meetings and within a week we had built almost an entire wall. The 
Watchmen Prayer Ministry was launched and more watchmen were added…”

The story on this side of the Atlantic began late one weekday evening in 1997.  The 
phone in the home of Graham and Suky Bright rang and on answering Graham heard 
this American deep-south accent.  Thinking it was a joke he told his brother-in-law to 
“pack it in!”  However, it was Phil Bennett trying to make contact with the Christ for 
Leicester prayer leaders. After much laughter (and apologies!) we gladly gave Phil 
contact details. He and Dan Kay spent six months of prayer, conducted over the 
phone, before he came to Leicester bringing the Watchman concept.  Even the 
testimony of how Phil knew he needed to make this trip is wonderful. 



He was driving to his place of prayer specifically to seek the Lord for Leicester and he 
asked the Lord for a sign.  As he rounded a bend on the road, there in great big letters 
was the directive “EXIT FOR LEICESTER” Although this was directing motorists to get 
off the freeway for a town of that name in North Carolina, for Phil it was absolute 
proof that he was to make the trip.

In October 1998 we had our first meeting, inviting anyone interesting in praying for 
the city to sign up for a specific hour. By November of that year, the wall was totally 
full and commissioned by Phil, who came back for a second helping!  Within a year a 
second wall was started – followed in 2000 by a wall in First Assembly church, 
Concord, North Carolina.  Over 120 Intercessors from Phil's church wanted to 
become Watchmen, receiving the monthly prayer guide, getting up in the middle of 
the night to pray for a city in the U.K of which most had never heard, could not 
pronounce, or had ever visited! 

Phil remains a dear friend and faithful intercessor for Leicester.  In fact the UK is very 
much on his heart and he prays fervently for this nation.  

 
Is this not our great God at work through His Holy Spirit?

Pastor Phil Bennett (standing) 
and Concord Team with 
Dr. Dan & Margaret Kay



Watchmen on the Wall is a group of Christians from many churches and 
denominations who have committed themselves to intercede for the people of 
Leicester.  By taking a one-hour prayer slot each week we aim to cover the whole city 
in unceasing prayer.  A prayer guide is sent every month covering aspects of city, 
county and national life which need prayer. This guide is also available to those who 
are unable to commit a particular hour but have the desire to pray for Leicester.

During the twelve years since being “operational” we have had many challenges.  
However, the walls of prayer have stayed intact.  Like a hospital graph we have had 
our ups-and-downs.  However, the Lord established this prayer ministry and 
intended it to keep going in order to fulfil His purposes for Leicester and the nation of 
Great Britain!

Within a few years of praying, we believed the Lord was calling our attention to deal 
with certain, specific historical sins of the city.

The sections below give an outline of what sin was committed in the city and how we, 
through the direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit, were led to deal with it. 
Throughout the 7 years in which the Lord directed this specific prayer, the Watchmen 
were informed, involved and in prayer.  Indeed it was the constant prayer cover that 
enabled us to achieve what the Lord gave us all to do in whatever capacity He called us 
to work in.

1. The De Montfort Charter of 1231

2. The Lollards of Leicester 1389

3. The Leicester sieges - especially 1645

4. The Jerry Springer Show

5. Hamilton Heights.

6. Leicester Statues prayer walk



The De Montfort charter of 1231.

Whilst standing in for her husband on his prayer hour, Christine Pearson received a 
specific direction from the Lord concerning the anti-Semitic charter decreed in 
1231/2 by the then Earl of Leicester Simon De Montfort.  The Charter reads:

“I have granted, and by my present charter have confirmed, on behalf of me and my 

heirs forever, the Burgesses of Leicester and their heirs, that no Jew or Jewess in my 
time or in the time of my heirs to the end of the world shall inhabit or remain or obtain 
a residence in Leicester.  I also will and command my heirs after me observe and 
warrant for ever that liberty entire and inviolate to the aforesaid Burgesses.”  This 
was granted approval by Robert Grossteste, then Archdeacon of Leicester, later to 
become Bishop of Lincoln.

Christine wrote to Suky:

th“Monday 17  April 2000.  “As I was praying I had the word “Ancient Heart of 

Leicester” Then I saw St Mary De Castro church from the roadside view, then a picture 
of the Castle Yard.  Next I saw a cross-section of Leicester as in a physical geography 
diagram.  There was a long tap- root, like a thin carrot but white in the centre, going 
deep down into the earth.  I knew that when this root was pulled up out of the earth, 
the soil would be aerated and dislodged, so that there would be life in the earth again.  
The root is like a plug blocking any air, so the soil is stuck together or compacted.  
There were no other roots in the soil…

th19  April 2000 I walked around the historic core of Leicester.  On the way there I felt 
God saying “My people have been betrayed” – “My people cannot breathe”.

After investigating the history of St Mary De Castro she found the De Montfort 
charter. 
Simon De Montfort and his family were Crusaders and anti-Semite. There are many 
books available on him and his involvement with Leicester.  It is believed that 
Leicester was either the first or second town in England to expel its Jewish 
community. Many other towns and cities followed suit, eventually leading to a 
national expulsion by King Edward I in 1290.  

Having received this letter from Christine, Suky got in touch with Pastor Barry Hallam, 
a local history buff.  Now, Pastor Barry was not known for his gentle touch and she was 
somewhat fearful of calling him in case he thought the whole notion of taking steps to 
revoke the charter was nonsense.  However, she plucked up the courage and called 
his number and was relieved that the answer-phone clicked in. 



Suky left a brief message, saying something like “Hi Barry, just called to ask if you 
knew anything about the De Montfort charter that expelled the Jews out of Leicester.  
I think it's out of order and should be dealt with, according to Genesis chapter 12.  
Can you get back to me please” thankful that he didn't pick the phone up mid-
sentence!  A day or so later Barry called her, surprisingly eager to talk about it.  This 
was his story: 

“On the night you left your message, I was out at a Neighbourhood Centre meeting 

(his church hired one of the rooms, but this was not a church meeting but a “Users” 
meeting).  At the end of the meeting the caretaker of the centre just mentioned to me 
that he found out about an anti-Semitic decree that threw the Jews out of Leicester 
and thought something needed to be done!  I agreed.  When I got home, I saw the 
flashing light on the answer machine but decided it was too late to bother.  I went out 
early the next morning to pray in the fields, and asked the Lord about the caretaker's 
remark and what should I do.  When I returned home and listened to your (very 
rushed) message, I was convinced that it was of the Lord!”

So, a few of us met to pray and discuss what needed to be done.  We approached the 
City Council to ask if the charter had ever been revoked. It had not.  So we took the 
next step in formally requesting the council to do so.  However, no law can be revoked 
except by the Privy Seal.  But the City Council did have the power to renounce it.

Thus the process started which, through the excellent co-operation and partnership 
with the Leicester City Council, concluded on the mountains of Israel! 

In November 2000 we presented to the Council a petition calling for them to publicly 
renounce the Charter.  We had to submit a case as to the benefits of revoking the 
Charter.  Two Councillors were needed to represent us, which Barry arranged.  The 
first of the meetings would be in Cabinet, scheduled for January 2001, then for 
consideration at a full Council meeting later in that month.  The first meeting went 
wonderfully well.  We were surprised and delighted that the Council was actually in 
agreement.  We felt sure we would have a fight on our hands.  The Council was in 
favour of ridding Leicester of the “blot on the landscape,” despite the fact that Simon 
De Montfort was a very important character in local and national history.  We also 
think the Council desired to maintain the city's stance as England's most diverse 
city..”the city council gives considerable priority to celebrating the cultural and racial 
diversity of the city and is opposed to any form of racism…”

The next stage should have been for us to draw up a convincing argument as to why 
the city would benefit from such a renunciation.  This we set out to prove.  I 
remember clearly being in Pastor Barry's living room with papers sprawled out all 
over the floor, putting our case together.  We needn't have bothered! 



The Lord went before us; The Council were so eager to make this happen they by-
passed the second stage in an attempt to get the renunciation in place for the first 

thnational Holocaust Memorial Day on January 27  2001, fitting in with other events 
going on in the city marking this occasion.  The official renunciation read:

“⋯The sentiments contained within the Charter are clearly abhorrent and totally at 

variance with the celebration of diversity which is one of the most prominent features 
stfor Leicester as it approaches the 21  century.  It would, therefore, be totally 

appropriate for the Council to “renounce the sentiments and prejudices' which led to 
the grant and excise of the Charter” and this, the Council is, therefore, recommended 
to approve”  

So far, so good!  During this time we were in prayer regarding any opposition or fight 
we might encounter.  We felt that this should not be done “in a corner” but publicly.  
Little did we know that within days of this report Barry Hallam would be on local and 
national radio!  The Leicester Mercury wrote “Simon's saga has the media riveted” 
reporting that the less-than-happy chapter in Leicester's history was making world 
wide news. The Times headline read “Leicester spurns its anti-Semitic founding 
father” The Jewish Chronicle: “Watchmen prepare to apologise 800 years after 
hostile edict”. The International Jerusalem Post also printed the renouncement. The 
reports were picked up by Reuters News agency and the story traveled the globe. 
Now that IS going public!

At precisely the same time as we were involved with the charter and totally 
unbeknown to us, the Lord was at work in the lives of a mother and son who were to 
become part of His plan for the Jewish people in Israel and for us here in Leicester.

 In a small town in Israel, a Jewish woman named Vanessa and her son, Jonathan both' 
New Age' devotees, suddenly decided to sell their home, furniture and anything else 
not needed and head for a new life in England. Having no idea about England they 
used the internet searching for a place to live and came to, of all places, Thrussington 
in Leicestershire!  Vanessa injured her knee and couldn't work and Jonathan was not 
earning enough at his warehouse job to keep up the rent. He got a job in Scotland and 
Vanessa, knowing absolutely no-one, sought the help of an assistant, a Christian, at 
an advisory centre in Leicester who somehow knew of a person in contact with Jewish 
people. Vanessa called him and arranged a meeting.  In a series of God-incidents she 
ended up staying at the home of a Messianic Jewess. Vanessa became a Believer and 
started attending, albeit very nervously, a Messianic Fellowship in the city. She got 
work at Marks and Spencer, and by another miracle, got a flat right in the city centre! 
More of their story later on.



Although we were very grateful to the City Council for what they had done to right the 
wrong, we knew that this was more than just a civic matter. It was spiritual.  What De 
Montfort did in expelling the Lord's ancient people was to impose a curse upon 
Leicester.

Genesis 12 states that “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you and 
whoever curses you I will curse. This may seem rather over-simplistic to some, but we 
felt the curse was a very real and relevant one, affecting the spiritual realm over 
Leicester and therefore needed to be dealt with by repentance.  
The De Montfort family, both father and son, were Crusaders.  They were particularly 
active in the South of France but also reached the Holy Land.  In addressing De 
Montfort's wrong doing in Leicester we also felt to address what he did, in the name 
of Jesus in Israel.  He carried the title Earl of Leicester*, thus implicating this city.  In 
his actions the church was involved too, as Robert Grosseteste, Archdeacon of 
Leicester, was fully supportive of this move and no doubt encouraged other 
Christians likewise. This excerpt from “The Jews of Medieval Leicester” by Dr. Oliver 
Harris enlightens us:

The Jews ejected from Leicester found refuge on the lands of De Montfort's great-
aunt, Margaret de Quincy, the widowed countess of Winchester, who held the other 
half of the honour of Leicester. A territorial argument now surfaced between Simon 
and Margaret over the details of the partition of the honour (originally made in 1204-
7): the point at issue was which of them lawfully held the eastern suburb of Leicester, 
the town's communal bread-ovens (probably those outside the gates), the manors of 
Belgrave and Glenfield, and rents in Desford and Whetstone. The matter was settled 
in January 1232, when the King decided in Margaret's favour. While we cannot be 
certain, it seems likely that this dispute was triggered by the Jewish question, Simon's 
intention of cleansing Leicester of its Jews having been undermined by Margaret's 
provision of sanctuary on the town's outskirts. Archdeacon Grosseteste now stepped 
into the fray, penning a strongly-worded letter to Margaret on how the refugees 
should be treated. In a lengthy text replete with biblical quotation he argued 
vehemently that the Jews, as murderers of Christ and obdurate unbelievers, were 
cursed to wander the earth; and that it was a lord's duty, while preserving their lives, 
to hold them in captivity, to prevent them from oppressing Christians through usury, 
and to steer them towards a livelihood founded on physical labour. How far Margaret 
may have heeded this advice is unknown.” Oliver D. Harris, 'Jews, Jurats and the Jewry 
Wall: a Name in Context', Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological and 
Historical Society, vol. 82 (2008), pp. 113-33 (the specific passage is on p. 131).

 Both church and local government sinned grievously.



*The Earldom was first conferred on Robert De Beaumont in 1107.  This was a 
coveted position, being a member of the King's council and accompanied by 
“numerous benefits”.

The Earl of Leicester would assist the King at ceremonial feasts by passing him food, 
wine and even napkins!  As the title was a hereditary one, it grew in its importance 
and was recognised as a stepping-stone to the highest ambitions.

thBy the 13  century the office of Grand Steward of England was also invested upon the 
Earl of Leicester.  This was an extremely important office and consisted of supervising 
and governing, immediately under the King, the English Kingdom.

The Grand Steward would be on the look- out (early-day Watchman?) for those who 
wanted to do evil.  He then reported to the King such plots etc. The Steward protected 
the King and the nation from the evil intentions of its enemy inside or outside the 
realm.  

The Grand Steward of England had the authority to unfurl the Royal Banner in the 
name of the King and the Kingdom and to put the enemy of the state into prison, seize 
his goods, revenues and possessions, there to await judgment of Parliament.

In short, the Grand Steward, Earl of Leicester, must:

1 See that justice is maintained
2 Supervise the King's councillors and rid him of those who fail to do their duty.
3 “Bear the sword before the King” at ceremonial and state events. 

In February of 2003 Suky had the opportunity of visiting Israel with her son Joel as he 
wanted to propose to his girlfriend (now his wife), who was serving as a volunteer in 
Christ Church Guest House, Jerusalem.  Suky offered to accompany Joel and asked 
the Lord what, if anything, she could do for Him whilst in the Land, as she felt she 
wouldn't be needed to chaperone 24/7!  Thus He sent her out on a mission which we 
believed was on His heart to change the spiritual climate over Leicester.  After 
discussion and prayer with many in the Watchman leadership, a Declaration was 
compiled which read:

WE, A GROUP OF CHRISTIANS IN LEICESTER, ENGLAND, OF WHICH A 
REPRESENTATIVE NUMBER HAVE SIGNED BELOW, SINCERELY AND HUMBLY ASK FOR 
FORGIVENESS FROM THE JEWISH PEOPLE OF LEICESTER FOR THE ATROCITIES UPON 
THEIR FOREFATHERS AT THE HANDS OF SIMON DE MONTFORT, EARL OF LEICESTER.



IT IS TO OUR SHAME THAT THE ARCHDEACON OF LEICESTER AT THAT TIME GAVE HIS 
APPROVAL TO THIS CHARTER, THUS BLIGHTING THE CHURCH AND OUR CITY WITH 
THE SIN OF ANTI-SEMITISM.

A CHARTER, INSTIGATED BY SIMON DE MONTFORT, EXPELLING THE JEWS FROM 
LEICESTER WAS ENFORCED IN 1232.  ALL JEWISH PEOPLE WERE EXILED FROM OUR 
CITY FORBIDDEN EVER TO RETURN.  WE ABHOR SUCH TREATMENT AND TOOK STEPS 
TO RENOUNCE THIS CHARTER, WITH THE INVALUABLE HELP OF THE LEICESTER CITY 
COUNCIL, IN JANUARY 2001.

WE CONFESS THE SIN OF THE CHURCH AND CHURCH HISTORY FROM ITS EARLY DAYS 
AGAINST THE JEWISH PEOPLE.  WE REMEMBER THE SUFFERINGS OF THE JEWISH 
PEOPLE AND THE LOCAL JEWISH COMMUNITY AT THE HANDS OF OUR CITY FATHERS 
AND CHURCHMEN.  WE DENOUNCE THESE HATEFUL ACTS AND DECLARE OUR 
INTENTION THAT NO SUCH EVENT SHOULD EVER HAPPEN AGAIN.

FURTHERMORE, WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE CRUSADES BROUGHT A DARK STAIN 
TO THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH WHEN THE CROSS TURNED INTO A SWORD.  WE 
RENOUNCE THE CRUSADERS' ACTIVITIES, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF SIMON DE 
MONTFORT, EARL OF LEICESTER AND HIS FATHER, SIMON DE MONTFORT, AS AN 
EXPRESSION OF CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM.  AS FOR ALL MOVEMENTS THAT 
PERSECUTED AND DESTROYED THE JEWISH PEOPLE IN THE NAME OF JESUS AND HIS 
CHURCH, WE ACKNOWLEDGE AS SIN.

WE PROCLAIM BEFORE THE LIVING GOD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB, TO 
WHOM HEAVEN IS HIS THRONE AND EARTH HIS FOOTSTOOL, DENOUNCING ANTI-
SEMITISM IN ALL ITS FORMS AND PRAY BLESSINGS UPON THE JEWISH PEOPLE WHO 
ARE IN LEICESTER AND IN THE DIASPORA.

WE WILL REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED BECAUSE OF HATRED WITHOUT 
CAUSE.  WE PRAY THAT, BY OUR ENDEAVOURS, THEIR FLAME MAY NOT BE 
EXTINGUISHED, THEIR NAMES THAT WERE CONSIGNED TO ASHES AND DUST WILL BE 
REMEMBERED AND BE A BLESSING FOR THE FUTURE AND THEIR DEATHS NOT BE 
MEANINGLESS.

On the reverse of this declaration were the signatures of many Christians who agreed 
with this action. Also included was a letter from the Chief Executive and leader of 
Leicester City Council. Two copies were taken to Israel, framed and presented to Mr 
Schmuel Aviater, the then Advisor for Christian Affairs in Jerusalem and to the 
Diaspora Museum in Tel Aviv. A copy was also presented to the Progressive Hebrew 
Congregation and the Leicester Hebrew Congregation, both having Synagogues in 
the city.



Suky takes up the story:

“Now, you remember the story of Vanessa and Jonathan?  By this time Jonathan had 

also become a Believer and was back in Israel studying at Bible College.  Vanessa was 
still living in Leicester, attending a fellowship and falling more in love with her 
Messiah every day.  She so wanted to be baptised and when she found out that Joel 
and I were going to Israel decided to come with us. The baptism was arranged at 
Yardenite in the Galilee, but could only get a 9am slot for the event. However, it was 
part of the Lord organising His Will into our diaries!  I had also met up with an Israeli 
Believer who urged me to go to “Montfort” a Castle in the northern Galilee region. 
(Although it is not certain whether the De Montforts built, owned or lived in this 
Castle. it was symbolic of the Crusader mind-set.)
Several of us made the journey to the Baptismal site; Jonathan, Jenny, Joel, Rose Mee, 
Vanessa, Vanessa's brother, his wife, her friend and myself, a mini-bus of Jews and 
Gentiles, of whom some were Messianic Believers.  Whilst driving to the Baptismal 
site, I felt the prompting to ask what we would be doing for the rest of the day as the 
baptism would be over within the hour, and how far Montfort was from Yardenit 
(Baptismal site)? “Why do you want to go there?” asked David, Vanessa's brother.  I 
didn't share what was really on my heart to do, but simply said that I heard it was the 
site of a Crusader Castle. So off we went on the two hour journey to Montfort.  The 
setting was breathtaking.  In one of the most beautiful of Israel's national parks there 
stood the remains of this ancient castle. I picked a suitable location just off the 
pathway and very near the castle ruins and there explained to the assembled 
company what De Montfort did, in the name of Jesus, to the Jews of Leicester and 
Israel.  As I explained to the group, tears began to flow.  I read from Ephesians chapter 
2 regarding the “One New man”.  We, that is, Rose, Jenny, Joel and I sought 
forgiveness for the evil done to their forefathers.  The response was overwhelming 
with tears our Jewish friends freely forgave us.  As a sign of this we burnt a copy of the 
Charter and buried a copy of the above Declaration.  People walking along the 
pathway stopped and asked what was happening.  They were astonished when told 
and it was said that some even cried.  

Feeling such a burden lifted, I made my way back to the mini-van with Jonathan.  I 
remember him saying, “Well, Suky, it's done!”  I looked back at the castle and had 
such a vivid picture, that to this day is as clear as when the Lord showed me:
It was of the outline of two countries; one was England, the other Israel.  Between 
these two countries there was attached an umbilical cord.  I then heard the sound of a 
blockage being removed, something freed that was trapping the flow.  I believe this 
to be a “blood clot” that was freed by the Lord to allow the life-giving blood flow from 
'mother' Israel to the U.K   The effect of this has been a marked increase of the “flow” 
of missionaries to Israel and Ministries from Israel, visiting Leicester to bring the word 
of the Lord from Zion. 



The Prayer for Israel monthly meetings have swelled and Reshet ministries, (meaning 
"net" or "network" in Hebrew) was the name given in 2009 to a network of Christian 
leaders in Leicester who for a number of years have shared a burden to promote a 
biblical understanding of the significance of Israel and its relevance to the Church 
today, aiming to teach the roots of our faith and the Feasts of the Lord.  The fellowship 
I attended has been teaching these truths for many years and the Lord has indeed 
prospered the ministry.  An increasing number of Christians are enquiring about 
these essential facts of our faith; they are hungry for the truth. 

In November 2007 Vanessa was part of an International Choir singing at the De 
Montfort Hall as part of “Christian Praise!” an annual event. This was the first time 
this had ever been done. As they started to sing, the flags of the nations represented 
by those singing were flashed up on the large screen. When the Star of David 
appeared, with Vanessa just underneath, I truly felt the Holy Spirit say "This is now 
complete; you are forgiven for the sin against the Jews in 1231.  You are now standing 
in that place of forgiveness.  There's no barrier to pray for Muslims.”  

 
This was the last event that Vanessa attended before she went back to Israel as a 
Believer. She serves with a large Messianic Fellowship in Haifa.  Jonathan is studying 
at the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago.

The work of restoration continues as a sign from the Lord that Leicester has indeed 
been forgiven for its sin against His chosen people. The outworking of this is being 
seen throughout the city and county as more and more Believers are seeking out the 
roots of their faith, desiring to connect to the Olive Tree as in Romans 11.”

Vanessa at “Christmas Praise!” 2007



At Montfort, Northern Israel 2003.
(Crusader Castle ruins in the background



2.  THE LOLLARDS OF LEICESTER 1389

Whilst researching the history of Simon De Montfort we came across an account of 
the persecution of the Lollards, followers and adherents of John Wycliffe's teachings.  
He opposed the doctrine of Transubstantiation which claimed that Christ was 
spiritually present in the Eucharist.  He held that the church consisted of God's 
chosen people, who did not need a priest to mediate with God for them.  The task of 
the Priest was to preach and the Bible should be available to all in their own language.

 John Wycliffe, known as "The morning star of the Reformation" was Rector of St. 
Mary's Lutterworth during his latter years and was under the protection of John O' 
Gaunt, Earl of Leicester.  

In October 1389, the Lollards, five of whom had gone into hiding, had been charged 
with heresy, excommunicated and cursed by the then Archbishop of Canterbury who, 
hearing of this “uprising” came to Leicester.  He feared that the power and authority 
of the Catholic hierarchy was in danger of being wrested from them. The curse he 
uttered was outrageous:

“After the authority of the canonical laws and the example of the Holy fathers, in the 

name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, we cast them (the Lollards) from the 
lap of the holy mother church, and we condemn them with the anathema of a 
perpetual malediction.  May they be cursed in the town and cursed in the country.  
May their goods be cursed and their bodies be cursed.  May the fruit of their bowels 
and the fruits of their lands be cursed.  May all the maledictions fall upon them which 
our Lord has launched through the mouth of Moses against the people who violate his 
law. May they be cursed, Maranatha, that is to say may they be cursed on the second 
coming of Jesus Christ.  Let no Christian give them a greeting.  Let no priest celebrate 
the mass for them or minister to them the Holy Communion.  Let them be buried in the 
grave of an ass, and let them be like smoke upon the earth.  Until they come to 
repentance and give satisfaction by making amends or doing penance to the church 
of God which they have offended, let their lights be extinguished as we extinguish the 
torches we hold in our hands”.  The priests then threw these torches to the ground 
and stamped on them.  

THIS CURSE WAS UTTERED BY THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH!! 

He then directed all the priests to go back to their parishes and, in effect, spy and find 
informants who would lead them to the Lollards.  



The Archbishop also placed an “interdict” (A Papal prohibition barring persons or 
place from Ecclesiastical function) over the town.  This had the effect of interrupting 
all the social, commercial and spiritual life of Leicester.  No one had any confidence in 
the other and all dealings with the heretics were forbidden.  Church life ceased; no 
baptisms, weddings, communion or burials were performed.  This meant that those 
dying during this period were left in the open places.  Roger Goldsmith, a Lollard, died 
at this time but was denied burial rites.  Roger's body was left to decay on waste 
ground close to what are now the Inland Revenue offices on the corner of Bond Street 
and St Peter's Lane, Leicester. This place was known as Dead Man's Lane or 

thGoldsmith's Grave right up to the 19  century.  Within weeks the Lollards came out of 
hiding and were forced to recant in great humiliation.  Dressed only in thin garments 
and barefooted, they were forced to walk through the market place, stopping, 
kneeling and recanting every few steps.  This was repeated in the parish churches. 
After due penance was performed, the Lollards were received back “into the bosom 
of the Holy Mother Church”.  After reading and re-reading this account we felt sure of 
the Holy Spirit's prompting to rectify what these believers had suffered.  
Despite this atrocious treatment, the Lollards were not stamped out by the church.  
However, what they had gone through at the hands of the church authorities did 
need addressing.  

We sensed that what the Archbishop succeeded in doing with the cooperation, 
willing or forced, was to get the Priests and their churches to spy on each other.  This 
seeded gossip, betrayal, back-stabbing, suspicion, fear, intimidation, shame, ridicule 
and suffering.  All in the Name of Jesus! Furthermore, the enemy had been given legal 
access into Leicester through the curse of the Archbishop and had continued doing 
his meddlesome work amongst the churches.  We believed it was time to evict the 
squatter!  Centuries of hurt, unforgiveness, suspicion, isolation and disunity had 
been the experience of some.

We concluded that the Lord's purpose for revealing this was not just to put a wrong 
right, but the words we heard were “To heal the past in order to prepare the body for 
the future,” meaning that we need unity and strength to stand as the Lord's people 
against what is heading our way. 
It is like having an army in disarray and disagreement, unable to withstand the 
planned onslaught from the enemy.

With the help and guidance of a retired Anglican Priest an open air service of 
thRemembrance and Healing was organised for Sunday 13  November 2005 outside 

the Tax offices in Causeway Lane.  An Order of Service was issued to all who attended 
in which we corporately addressed the wounds of history through the power of the 
cross.  A print out of this is available.  



Christine and a group of Intercessors prayed at the site of the river Swift where 
Wycliffe's bones had been scattered after they had been dug up and burned. 

We are still hopeful that this corporate act will bring the healing that the Leicester 
churches need, which we have inherited from our Lord Jesus Christ and not that of an 
ungodly and vengeful religious leader.  At the time of writing we are witnessing an 
amazing breakthrough amongst the church Pastors and Leaders, including the 
Commonwealth church leaders, which testify to this “curse” being broken to the 
Glory of God and the strengthening of the church through open communication and 
relationship amongst the leadership.

Service of Remembrance and Healing, November 2005



3. HAMILTON HEIGHTS

In 2000 we read of the proposed land sale at Manor Farm in Hamilton at half-price to 
Hindu, Sikh and Muslim groups with the intention of building a multi-faith centre.

We contacted the couple who were the tenants of Manor Farm.  I knew them to be 
Christians and so offered to come and pray on the land.  They were delighted at this 
and so the troops were called to gather one Sunday afternoon.  By this time the Sikhs 
and Hindus had pulled out, leaving the Muslims free to build a Mosque, should they 
be successful in getting planning permission, on the highest point in Leicester, 
overlooking the city.

About twenty five came together from both the city and county.  We spread out 
across the proposed site and walked the entire field, praying and declaring the 
Scriptures.  “The Lord is the Most High God, not Allah, It is the Living God who alone is 
worthy to take the highest place.”  In fact we did everything we could think of 
including burying scripture, anointing the land, pouring out water and praying up a 
storm! One prayer was that the land would be used for the good of the community, as 
at that time there were no shops, library, community centre or, most importantly a 
church.  

We praise the Lord, who graciously answered our prayers because no multi-faith 
centre or Mosque was built on the land. However a library, community centre and 
surgery have all been built, serving the community.  'Hope Hamilton' a thriving 
Anglican church was established in the area, together with a youth unit that was 
donated by Tesco, (also having a huge supermarket built on the land) and refurbished 
by Hope Hamilton.  The Christian tenants were able to stay on their farm. 

4.LEICESTER SIEGE - 1645

Leicester has been the victim of two major sieges.   The first Siege in 1173 was the 
result of conflict between the Earl of Leicester, Blanchmains, who supported Queen 
Eleanor against her husband Henry II.  This resulted in the King laying siege to the 
town, burning the wooden structures that supported the walls.  There followed a 
terrible slaughter.  The terrified citizens sought permission to flee the town.   The 
church and parish of St Michael, located around the Sanvey Lane area,suffered more 
than most.  The church was burned to the ground; the parish completely lay waste. 



In the book “Glimpses of ancient Leicester” Mrs T Fielding-Johnson records “A spirit 
of desolation and ruin seemed thenceforward to have over-shadowed this district.  Its 
uninhabited streets before long became green lanes; and the sites of houses, which 
for centuries afterwards remained unbuilt upon, were converted into Orchards.  It is a 
singular fact, noticed by more than one of our local writers, that this district has never 
again become as thickly populated as other parts of the borough......From this point in 
history Leicester may be said to start afresh.  For 25 years the town remained 
practically deserted and lifeless, by reason of the destruction and flight of its 
citizens...Little by little the town recovered itself.”

The second major siege was in May 1645 during the English Civil War in which 
Leicester found itself the centre of a struggle between Parliamentary Forces and the 
Royalist Army.  Leicester aligned itself with the Parliamentarian side because it was 
on the side of civil liberty and progress.  King Charles I had his forces lay siege to the 

thtown from May 28  1645. 

stQuoting from “Glimpses of Ancient Leicester: “By the early daybreak of May 31  the 
town had entirely ceased to resist.  But scenes of violence and plunder followed and 
many defenceless citizens, both  men and women were killed in the streets.”   Once 
the town had surrendered there followed disgraceful scenes of murder, outrage and 
terrible bloodshed. 

The citizens of Leicester were heavily outnumbered by 5 to 1 during the three days of 
fighting and defending the town.  Women also took up what they could and fought 
alongside the men.  
The town was plundered by the victorious soldiers and to add insult to injury King 
Charles stayed for two further days.  Furthermore, he levied the huge sum of £2,000 
against Leicester's citizens as punishment for their rebellion and to add insult to 
injury ordered his soldiers as they left the town to set on fire the very mansion in 
which the King had stayed.

John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progress, joined the Parliamentarian Army, serving 
in Newport Pagnell Garrison, which moved to Leicester during this Siege period. He 
writes in his autobiography “Grace Abounding” "When I was a soldier, I, with others, 
were drawn out to go to such a place to besiege it; but when I was just ready to go, one 
of the company desired to go in my room; to which, when I had consented, he took my 
place; and coming to the siege, as he stood sentinel, he was shot into the head with a 
musket bullet, and died.”

During the early part of 2000 it seemed the Lord was directing us to do something 
about the consequences suffered as a result of the Sieges. 

 



Just to walk around the Raw Dykes area one felt a sense of desolation, like a “no-
mans-land”.  No business succeeded in this area. On reading the history of the Siege 
we discovered that Raw Dykes was the site of the main cannon battery against the 
town.

Pastor Barry Hallam assembled as many as were interested to pray about this.  We 
asked the Lord to deal with that dreadful sin and bring healing to the Raw Dykes area 
in the Name of Jesus.  Within a year the Leicester City Football club built the Walker's 
Stadium, a car dealership sprang up as did a hotel, student accommodation and other 
business enterprises.  The Lord really has brought life from the dead in response to 
our prayerful cry for mercy.  

Being really encouraged by the swift answer to prayer, Chris Pearson suggested we go 
and pray on the other siege sites including Sanvey Gate, Soar Lane, Highcross 
Street/Northgates.  We also prayed at locations in the Rutland Street area.  At each 
location the four of us simply prayed for forgiveness and healing to come to these 
desolated, unkempt and unloved quarters of the city, for the Lord to bring life from 
the dead by forgiving the sins of our fathers and the shed blood of Leicester's citizens.  

It was about nine months later when Suky saw the City Council's plans for the 
regeneration of the city centre and surrounding areas.  Suky was stunned and 
delighted to see that their map of the planned regeneration took in the entire siege 
sites we had visited the previous year.  All four of us were overjoyed at this!  

There followed a three year period during the regeneration process when it felt as if 
the city centre was once again under siege!  The big difference, though, was that this 
was for the future prosperity of Leicester, not its destruction.  The council decided to 
embark on re-building all the sites at once, including the mammoth task of rebuilding 
the “Shires” shopping mall.  Roads were dug up, pavements/crossings were blocked 
off causing detours and disruption to shoppers, motorists and traders alike. Many 
businesses suffered due to lack of customers and some even closed down. 
However, the building work was completed; the resulting transformation of the city 
was a vision!  The City Council in partnership with the Regeneration Company are to 
be applauded for the wonderful transformation.  

On the day of the official opening BBC Radio Leicester early morning presenter 
announced “Everything is ready; the barricades are down, the preparation work is 
over – the day has arrived!”  

The change of name from “Shires” to” Highcross” was also a delightful surprise. 



In a city that boasts its interfaith/multicultural achievements, it could only have been 
a work of the Holy Spirit to declare the High Cross of Christ over Leicester again.  The 
other Siege site areas in the city have also been transformed.  Communities have 
sprung up and businesses are beginning to flourish bringing life from the dead to 
what was once overlooked, overgrown and uncared for. 



Regeneration plan

How this resounds in the heart's of the people of God!  Colossians 1:15 speaks of the 
God of the visible and the invisible “He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the 
Firstborn over all creation.  For by Him and for Him all things were created; things in 
heaven and on earth; visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.  Though we have 
encountered spiritual roadblocks/barriers/potholes/ no entry/set-backs and 
disappointments the Lord has His strategy – His vision for the city that, with the 
cooperation of His people, will be fulfilled.



5. GERRY SPRINGER – THE OPERA 

Many of you will remember this appalling production, which depicted Jesus, God and 
Mary as talk show guests in Hell, becoming such a hit in the West End of London that, 
flushed with success (instead of down the toilet where it belonged) took to the road, 
booking itself into many provincial theatres, including Leicester's De Montfort Hall. 
Some eighteen before the show came to Leicester a number of us wrote to both the 
then manager of De Montfort Hall and Leicester City Council in what was, looking 
back on it, a naive expectation that they would have the moral responsibility to block 
any attempt by the producers of JS-TO to bring it to Leicester.

They were bombarded on all sides; from Christian and other faith communities, 
Councillors, The Christian Institute and Christian Voice; all calling to ban this 
production.  However, the show was booked to appear in February 2006.  The City 
Council even had the temerity to “avoid offending Christians by not booking this 
show to coincide with major Christian Festivals such as Christmas and Easter”.  It was 
very swiftly pointed out that neither of these  festivals are mentioned in Scripture 
and to believe that Christians would be assuaged by avoiding these dates was not to 
understand that Christians have a daily relationship with the Lord; not one that gets 
trotted out at certain times of the year!

In Late January of 2006 we met together and prayed for the Lord's strategy.  One was 
to submit a “statement of Case” on behalf of Prayer for Leicester. I (Suky) wrote to the 
City Council in an attempt to stop this production.  I was advised of two ways to 
approach them:  1:  To put forward a question at a full Council meeting. 2: To go 
before the Council's Scrutiny committee and ask a question or read out a statement.  I 
did the latter to a largely uninterested and unmoved group.  The statement I read out 
was as follows:

“Despite the many hundreds of letters protesting at the proposed staging of J.S-T.O 
at the De Montfort Hall, the manager Richard Haswell, has ignored our pleas and 
has, in conjunction with over twenty other provincial theatres, confirmed that this 
horrendous production will come to Leicester in late February 2006.

As a citizen of Leicester I am ashamed and appalled at the attitude of the Council 
and the management of the De Montfort Hall to disregard the feelings of the 
Christian community and host this blasphemous show.  A reading of the script can 
leave us in no doubt whatsoever that it is anti-Christian, deliberately targeting the 
name of Jesus for ridicule.



The name of the Lord Jesus Christ should be held in the highest respect and honour 
in this city.  Instead He will be the butt of crude and offensive jokes – He is portrayed 
as puny, weak and a “little bit gay” – all in the interests of “freedom of expression as 
a right and a responsibility”.  Does this override the offence and hurt caused to the 
citizens of Leicester?  Should the Leicester City Council stage a production which so 
many citizens find so offensive and morally destructive, for the very base motive of 
attracting big crowds and large box office profits?  Whatever financial benefit this 
may bring will be of no value when this city is judged by God to be blasphemous.

It is a practise of the City Council that the beliefs and views of the various religious 
sections of this city to be respected and provided for.  Why, therefore, is there any 
debate over a theatrical production which threatens to offend and repulse such a 
large number of Christians and others?  The sensitivity and concern the Council 
shows the Muslim, Sikh and Hindu religious sections of Leicester are also afforded 
to us.

My concern is not merely to defend the Name of Jesus, in actual fact He needs no 
defending, but the decline of morals in Leicester is exacerbated by this foul 
production blighting our city.  It brings shame and disgrace on us. I have to give 
warning to the elected officials of Leicester that we are in great spiritual danger – 
we reap what we sow – and Leicester will not prosper when we commit such 
grievous sins against the Lord.  This is given very high priority in the word of God 
and should be heeded.  God will not be mocked.  Do you want such judgment to fall 
on Leicester?
The Leicester City Council benefits financially from the exploitation of Christmas, 
using the events 2,000 years ago to attract visitors to Leicester, encouraging 
shoppers to spend in our city centre.  The nativity scene takes centre stage in the 
Town Hall Square, yet within 2 months, in stark contradiction, the very same Jesus 
will be held up to ridicule and character assassination.  
Leicester can boast a rich Christian heritage, almost from the foundations of our 
city, through Princess Ethelfloeda, John Wycliffe and the Lollards, William Carey, 
John Wesley, right up to the present-day annual Christ in the Centre, Prayer for our 
City and Watchman prayer initiative which gives 24/7 prayer cover over Leicester 
and county.  This city has enjoyed God's blessing and mercy. I must, therefore 
remind you  of the words of warning Jesus gave to those “unrepentant cities” in 
Matthew chapter 11, verses 20-24: 'Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in 
which most of His miracles had been performed, because they did not repent. 'Woe 
to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!  If the miracles performed that were 
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in sack-cloth and ashes.  But I tell you it will be more bearable for Tyre and 
Sidon on the Day of Judgment than for you.  And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted 
up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.  



 If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would 
have remained to this day. But I tell you it will be more bearable for Sodom on the 
Day of Judgment than for you”  Woe to you, Leicester.

Leicester should always be a moral, respectful and well-governed city in which its 
citizens are protected and cared for.  We have much to be proud of – let us keep it 
that way.

End of Statement.

The council would have none of it.  They totally ignored all pleas and the stage 
production went ahead.  But so did the demonstration outside of the De Montfort 
Hall gates!  Christians gathered together holding nightly demonstrations complete 
with banners and flags exalting the Name of Jesus.  We were not protesting (that had 
been done to the Leicester City Council). This was the time to lift the name of Jesus 
rather than to drag it through the dirt!

However, as we knew that the demonic spirits would gain legitimate access into the 
city due to the authorities inviting them in, we decided that the week before the show 
was due to open we would stand at the main arterial and trunk roads at the city 
boundaries.  A group of about ten gathered early one Saturday morning outside the 
Town Hall.  After praying together we dispersed to the city boundaries, two people at 
each.  There we declared the word of God, asking the Lord to prevent the entrance of 
those blasphemous and perverted spirits from entering the city.  However, the Lord 
had a much better plan!  
Yes, the show did go ahead, and there we stood in the cold February nights 
throughout the week of the show.  Opposite us stood the Secular Society 
championing the cause of free speech, so obviously they could not object to a bunch 
of hymn singing, flag waving Christians having our say!  

Each evening Suky's husband Graham posted himself near the entrance, counting on 
a hand-held “clicker” every single person that went in to see the show.  After the 
show finished in Leicester it died a very slow and public death, hauling itself from one 
provincial venue to another.  In some cities, the protestors outnumbered the theatre 
–goers!  

The Christian Institute obtained the following statistics using the 'Freedom of 
Information' Act: 



1. The total number of people attending the show was 2,813 – approximately 
12,000 seats were available.  The theatre was more than three-quarters empty.

2. The total number of tickets sold AT FULL VALUE was 907.  The total number of 
tickets GIVEN AWAY FREE was 1,343.

3.  The loss sustained by the City Council and De Montfort Hall in staging and 
promoting J.S-T.O was around £50,000.

It was a scandal that our Council, ignoring pleas and warnings from us, lost £50,000 of 
taxpayer's money on such a controversial production.  
The show's producer blamed the Christians for its failure.  Well, Hallelujah!! We 
rejoice in the fact that we are blamed for something we DID do that triumphed over 
evil!

From this experience we learned so much about how sometimes the Lord does allow 
such evil to manifest itself in order for Him to show His glory and power. The 
Watchman not only prayed for over a year, but we also acted on our convictions.  We 
didn't see the answer to prayer as we expected it to 'look'.  It was far better the way 
the Lord did it. 



6. LEICESTER STATUES PRAYER WALK.

Leicester and Leicestershire have a rich heritage of Pioneers and Reformers.

In April 2006 Christine felt we ought to pray at the Statues erected in Leicester 
honouring the City's Philanthropists and men of faith. We prayed that Leicester 
would open up and make room for the anointing of the Reformers again in new and 
diverse ways.  We followed a route through the city included the statues of:

?• Thomas Cook -  Pioneer of modern tourism and ardent Christian 1808-1892 

?• Robert Hall – 'The finest English preacher of all time' ,  a fearless leader and 
speaker as he fought for the rights of workers to unite in Trade Unions. 

?• John Biggs – Radical politician, hosiery manufacturer and philanthropist.

?• Sir Thomas White, William Wyggeston and Alderman Gabriel Newton 
(all at the Clock Tower.)

?• William Carey – Father of modern mission, Bible translator and campaigner 
for social reform in India.

Certain other locations were also prayed at including Nelson Mandela Park.  We 
declared Leicester's destiny as a conduit for mission and reform.  However, we were 
saddened to see that the stone tablet depicting William Carey, set into the inside of 
the wall where his small cottage once stood and now Wycliffe House, was chipped 
and in very bad repair, totally hidden from view by overgrown bushes, neglected and 
forgotten.  A Leicester son, whom Leicester should honour not neglect!

The first public statue to be erected in Leicester and now standing outside the Corn 
Exchange in the market was of John Henry Manners.  It was decided to research the 
history of the statue. A trip to the Leicestershire Records Office in Wigston unearthed 

sta very detailed report in The Leicester Chronicle, May 1  1852. The following is a 
summary:-



The statue was erected in April 1852, amid great ceremony.  As Manners was a 
Freemason he was honoured with full Masonic ritual.  Shops, warehouses and 
factories all closed. The streets were festooned with bunting, and lined with 2,000 
schoolchildren; most of whom were also sent with the blessing of the churches.

 The Freemasons processed through the streets to the market place in full regalia 
much to the delight of the 50,000 plus crowd.  At the site, the Provincial Grand 
Chaplain offered up a brief blessing and then a ritual involving plumb rule, level and 
square (Masonic 'Jewels of office') oil, wine, water, wheat was carried out to 
inaugurate the statue. 

An interesting fact is that in 1612 a water conduit had been laid from St. Margaret’s 
Pastures(Conduit Street/Swain Street area), emptying out into the Market Place.  
This was in situ for almost two hundred and fifty years until it was re-routed two years 
after the statue was erected to the base of this statue where it supplied water by 
means of a tap. It spoke to our spirits that the people of Leicester would have to bow 
before this statue to drink the water. 

After prayer and further research, we decided that a service to “unbind” the effects of 
the Masonic ritual put into place through the ceremony in 1852 was needed. We 
believed that the church, shops and businesses had bound themselves through 
taking an active part in welcoming in the Freemason spirit.

thOn Sunday September 10  2006 a group, including Martin Scott and Believers visiting 
Leicester from Haifa, Israel gathered around the statue.  We repented on behalf of 
the church and the City (then town) of Leicester for their involvement in the statue's 
inauguration with full Masonic ritual.  False worship of false gods through false 
blessing, which is a curse.  We desired through prayer to cut Leicester off from the 
obligation to false gods from agreements made with the two Masonic lodges 
involved and the church's involvement in sending 2,000 children to witness and take 
part in such a ceremony.
As a group, we declared:-

“We renounce and cancel that which was put in place through this ceremony...on 
behalf of the city of Leicester we renounce and cut off Baphomet – the spirit of anti-
Christ and the spirits of death and deception.  On behalf of the city of Leicester we 
renounce and cut off witchcraft – the principle spirit behind Freemasonry.  We 
renounce and utterly forsake any ties invoked by the Grand Chaplain's declaration to 
the “great architect”.



Once we declared the above, we then moved into some prophetic acts which we 
trusted would reverse the ritual of the inauguration.

?• Wheat grains were scattered over base of statue declaring that “El Shaddai”  

alone is our Provider. (Genesis 8:22. Psalm 104:10-15.  James 1 16-17.  
Matthew 5:45) We broke bread, putting some on statue and declared that 
Jesus is the True Bread from Heaven.

?• Wine was poured over base of statue, declaring cleansing and deliverance for 

Leicester from false bondage through the blood of Christ. Col. 2:13-15

?
• Salt was sprinkled over the pedestal and we declared 'no more death or 

barrenness but fruitfulness of the Gospel and the prosperity of the Kingdom 
of God in the market place and in the city. (Judges 9:42-45, 2 Kings 2:19-22.)  
Jesus said “You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its saltiness it is no 
longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled by men”

We prayed into the Kingdom of God to come into the market place, the city and for 
Christians in business.

?• The Haifa team crushed Olives on pedestal, pouring a little oil which signifies 

the bruising and crushing of Jesus.  The oil signifies the Holy Spirit's anointing 
for joy/healing/peace and freedom. 

We prayed for the unhindered moving of the Holy Spirit throughout Leicester in order 
for us to fulfil the city's destiny of being a conduit of reform and mission.  We prayed 
for the release of Reformers and evangelists.
 

?• We moved to the Statue's original site where we read the  Scriptures 

concerning water:
(John 7:37) “If anyone is thirsty let him come to Me and drink.  Whoever 
believes in Me, as the Scriptures has said, streams of living water will flow from
 within. (Isaiah 55):” All you who are thirsty, come to the waters”.  (John 4:13)  
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the 
water I give him will never thirst again.  Indeed the water I give him will 
become in him a spring of living water, welling up into eternal life”

From here, we moved to the Town Hall Square and the Clock Tower, where open-air 
evangelism takes place.  We prayed for the streams of living water to flow from the 
mouths of those who bring the Good News.



From the very outset of the service at the statue, we were dogged by youths running 
up and down over the market stalls, shouting and interrupting the proceedings!  
Once we approached them with the Gospel and offered to pray for them, they 
retreated never to return!  However, when we moved to the High Cross an older, 
more sinister group of men came around us.  They broke into the group, mocking, 
dancing and using threatening behaviour.  The leader was identified as “Scott”.  Suky 
took him aside and spoke to him as a mother speaks to a son.  Once his complaint 
against the Lord was heard and a short prayer offered for him, he was won over.  He 
calmed down and told his mates to behave.
These were clearly attempts by the enemy to disrupt the unbinding of what was done 
one hundred and fifty four years ago.  However, this attempt failed miserably!

At the time of writing, there is much success in open-air evangelism, in that the 
gospel is declared almost EVERY DAY in Leicester city centre.  Twice monthly on 
Saturday mornings 'Healing on the Street' teams set up chairs in the city centre, 
inviting anyone who needs prayer to sit down to be prayed for.  Reports of healing and 
salvation have been received with great joy and thanksgiving.  The annual Good 
Friday re-enactment of the Passion of Christ is performed in Humberstone Gate in 
front of 9,000 people.  This is truly one of the most awesome events in the year.  The 
crowds are  hushed as the passion unfolds and many are profoundly moved by what 
the Lord suffered on the cross for them. For the last five years “Jesus Loves 
Leicestershire” have organised a united day of praise, worship, testimony in 
Humberstone Gate which also attracts thousands of passers-by as well as involving 
many churches in the city and county. Many new initiatives, missions and ministries 
are being birthed.  The Lord is indeed favouring this city. 

This account brings to an end this record, so far, of the Lord's specific direction to us.  
It was an intense season of following God's heart for the healing of the land (2 
Chronicles 7 v14), for putting right the wrongs of the past, which polluted the city and 
prevented it from moving forward into its destiny.  We thank God that we could be a 
part of that season of prayer and corporate intercession, which was flowing strongly 
in the Body of Christ during those years around 1998 to 2006/7. 

However, it is by no means the end of the story!  We look forward to new adventures 
in the Holy Spirit as we watch and pray, awaiting His instruction and guidance.

'Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.'

Suky Bright, Christine Pearson, Ann Murphy.

For further information please go to: www.leicester-watchmen.org.uk 
Contact Suky & Graham Bright thebrights50@ntlworld.com  or call 0116 2125845.



A powerful account of how the Lord revealed Leicester’s 
historical sins, guided and responded to the prayers of the 

church, which in turn changed the spiritual climate over the 
city.  Every place has a unique history and destiny. Be 

encouraged that together with the Holy Spirit you too can 
hear from Him and follow His leading, so that His favour can 

rest on your town or city.

WATCHMEN  ON  THE  WALL
PRAYER FOR LEICESTER

CITY 
OF 
FAVOUR
Addressing the wounds of Leicester’s 
history through the power of prayer.
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